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Double comeback pour le leader de Choke-
bore qui, dans la foulée de la réédition de
l’iconique Black Black, sort un septième
album solo apaisé.

loha signifie adieu”. Choisir un tel titre d’al-
bum n’est pas anodin pour Troy Von Bal-
thazar, songwriter américain installé en
France depuis plusieurs années. Avec ces
trois mots, simples mais puissants, il rend

d’abord hommage à la langue de ses racines : il est né
à Hawaï et a grandi dans cet archipel de l’océan Paci-
fique, avant de se baser à Los Angeles avec Choke-
bore dans les années 1990, attirant aussitôt l’attention
de Nirvana.

Le titre de ce nouvel album provient aussi de la boule-
versante chanson de clôture, sur laquelle le compositeur
s’accompagne d’un ukulélé. “A l’école, à Hawaï, j’ai
suivi les leçons obligatoires d’ukulélé mais ça n’a jamais
été mon fort, reconnaît-il humblement. Les cordes me
faisaient mal aux doigts. L’année dernière, j’ai repensé
à cette époque. De la musique m’est venue en tête,
donc je l’ai laissée me guider en studio et je l’ai enre-
gistrée au fur et à mesure.”

Cet instrument gracile cohabite avec d’autres sonorités
minimalistes : la guitare, son éternelle arme de prédilec-
tion, mais aussi un violoncelle délicat, un piano sobre,
ou encore un dundun en guise de percussion feutrée.
Souvent plus acoustiques qu’électriques, errant entre
ombre et lumière, ces douze morceaux se parent
d’atours mélancoliques mais dégagent une chaleur ré-
confortante, comme un baume pour les âmes écor-
chées.

Il faut préciser que Troy Von Balthazar revient de loin.
“J’ai écrit ces morceaux à une période très fragile de ma
vie, explique-t-il. J’ai eu de graves problèmes de santé
qui m’ont causé des douleurs presque constantes. J’ai
fini aux urgences tant de fois que j’ai cru que je n’allais
pas pouvoir rester en vie pour la sortie de cet album. La
musique a été la lumière qui m’a guidé pour sortir de
ces ténèbres. Heureusement, je me sens mieux et je fais
encore de la musique aujourd'hui.”

Qu’on en soit le créateur ou l’auditeur, on connaît le pou-
voir réparateur de la musique. Pour Troy Von Baltha-
zar, qui a publié plusieurs recueils de poèmes, la poésie
a aussi eu une influence considérable sur son état d’es-
prit et sur les textes de ses nouvelles chansons, vérita-
bles odes à la vie. “Leonard Cohen m’a dit un jour :
‘Prends ton temps avec les paroles. Elles tiennent une
place importance dans ce que nous faisons.’ Je garde
toujours ça en tête.”

Enregistré au cours de l’année 2024 en autarcie, dans
son home-studio d’Angoulême, Aloha Means Good-
bye est l’œuvre pudique et apaisante d’un artiste qui a
su se reconstruire par le biais de son art. La pochette,
hautement symbolique, représente différents fragments
de son corps réunis pour le reconstituer. “Écrire ces
morceaux m’a énormément aidé. Je me suis accroché
à eux comme un enfant s’accroche à la jambe de sa
mère. Quand j’étais au plus mal, j’ai eu un sentiment de
bonheur d’avoir passé ma vie au service de la musique.
Sur cet album en particulier, j’ai voulu être honnête et
laisser la musique s’exprimer au naturel. Si elle ressem-
ble au monde extérieur, je la déteste. Si elle reflète mon
monde intérieur, je l’adore.” Mission accomplie.
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Éléments promo (album en
écoute et téléchargement,
visuels, infos) en ligne sur

https://bit.ly/TvB_Aloha_pro

Musique et textes par Troy Von Balthazar
Tous les instruments par Troy Von Balthazar
Sauf cello sur tracks 4, 8 et 12 par François-Pierre Fol,
dunduns sur track 6 par Philippe Conde
Enregistré et mixé par Troy Von Balthazar à FloatingBruno-
Studios, Angoulême, France
Masterisé par Peter Deimel à Black Box Studio, France
Design pochette par Nella Rieken & TvB
Photos de presse par Regis Feugere
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« Artiste culte, Troy mériterait de voir son
fan-club envahi par celles et ceux qui
aiment les sensations fortes » 2021

« Voix incroyable / intensité folle » 2019
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1 HAMMERTIME

I put a hole in the wall with a hammer
I put a hole in the wall with a hammer
The sun was turning orange into amber
I broke a door to the outside
There is not a tear that was shed that still matters
Or even a thought in my head
The last time I saw you, you were drinking with
your friends
Running from the dust and the clatter
I put a hole in the wall with a hammer
The sun was turning orange into amber

2 BOOM BOOM

Tear fell down boom, boom
Tear fell down boom, boom
Tear fell down boom, boom
I was tired of the summer
Anyway
We drank like Picasso every day
So what?
You sit in the window with a cigarette
Rain came down boom, boom
Rain came down boom, boom
Tear fell down boom, boom
So what?
What will happen to me?
Lots of little things
What will happen to you?
Something real wild
Great style
Your smile comes 
from loving everyone
Tree fell down boom, boom
We found a nouveau discovery
Go get a blanket to cover me
Tear fell down boom, boom
Tear fell down boom, boom
Tear fell down boom, boom!

3 HER AMERICAN

Her and her American
Walk the streets alone
From Angouleme to Bethlehem
Then Bethlehem home
A golden door
A golden door 
A golden door 

Guarding a penny 
Guarding a penny
Guarding a penny
He got his arms around her
Stone streets
Black coat
Glass moon
He got his arms around her
New dress
Street lamp
Fireworks
Her and her American
Walk the streets alone
From Angouleme to Bethlehem
Then Bethlehem home
She got her arms around him
Old shoes
Brown eyes
Firewood
She got her arms around him
She does love her stranger good
A golden door
A golden door 
A golden door 
Guarding a penny 
Guarding a penny
Guarding a penny

4 SWIMMER

Your
Your hand, hand makes the light go on
You leave your car overheated
Don’t stay home
You’re a swimmer 
You’re a swimmer 
And the keys fall from your pocket, from your
pocket
Half, half dream until the picture’s gone
And you walk down the path 
And the pines keep you covered
Bright bright bright
You remember, You remember 
But now your past it all
You walk past it all
Sometimes I wish I was of airplanes
And the sand spreads out like butter 
For miles on the shoreline, for miles
Sweet sweet sound sound
And you breathe in and forget
Forget your house forget yourself
I saw you hold out your mirror
Ah you’re a swimmer

You’re a swimmer
For a minute
To forget even for a minute
Close the door before the fly gets out, out, out
You want to be a kid again
Take me out 
You want to be a kid again
You’re a swimmer
You’re a swimmer
When your skin was brown and the colors
came from everywhere
Sink me, sink me deep and wide
And you looked up at your mother on a blanket
Making sandwiches
Stay, stay, stay underwater, 
underwater
And you want to be that kid again
You want to be that kid again
Shake it out if it hurts
Satan is in the fireworks
And everything is quiet except the pearls in the
hands of this child
And drops of water fall off your shoulder 
Like motor oil
Aye aye aye 
You’re a swimmer
Aye aye aye 
You’re a swimmer
Your ankles in the sand like a kid again
You want to be a kid again

5 PLEASE?

Please?
I wanna see you 
Come to the window 
Everything’s changing 
Become the darkness
See how irate I will wait 
Down in the front yard 
It doesn’t matter
Carry me closer
Take off your sweater 
Everyone’s spinning 
Stuck in a dream 
Speak to me slowly 
And then it’s over 
And then it’s over 
Everyone in small doses 
Please?

DISCOGRAPHIE.

Troy Von Balthazar, 2005
How to Live on Nothing, 2010 
...is with the Demon, 2012
Knights of Something, 2016
It ends like crazy, 2019
Courage, mon amour !, 2021
Aloha Means Goodbye, 2025

CONCERTS.

13/03 • AuDINCOuRT (25), Le Moloco
14/03 • NYON (CH), La Parenthèse
19/03 • RENNES (35), L'Antipode
27/03 • ANGOuLÊME (16), La Nef
03/04 • NEVERS (58), Café Charbon

D’autres dates à venir 
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6 ST. PATIENCE

You never play with me
When I need you
Thats undeniable
I’m staying in my bed
Because I want to do 
What I want to
If you’re a temple 
then I’m the saint of patience
You just promote yourself
While you’re ghosting me
That’s unforgivable
I wrote a song for you 
About our love
But it’s unlistenable
It is not raining
And that is not paint
We’re standing near a tree
And a snake comes down
That’s just an amethyst
If he offers you a gift
Do not accept that fruit
It’s from the antichrist
Saint Patience
I love the way you look
But I hate your dress 
Because it’s a tragedy
We’re standing in the sun
You are the lioness 
Spread out in front of me
If you’re a temple 
then I’m the saint of patience
If you’re a painting
If you’re a painting
Then I’m the paint 
I was relaxing
I was relaxing
But I have learned 
To have the patience
Of a man who must pretend 
That it’s not changing
We are not changing
This is the natural progression 
Of a love that lasts this long
We learned patience
But I’m no saint
I am no saint

7 POISON JUICE

When I when I 
When I grow up
I will 
I will block it out
I’ll block it out
I’ll block it out
I hope I can
I block it out
He put it in the juice
Drove down to the campground
When we woke up
The world was spinning
From the poison
When I when I
When I grow up
I will I will not remember
When I when I
When I grow up
I will 
I will block it out
I’ll block it out
I’ll block it out
I hope I can
I block it out

8 I LOVE AIRPLANES 

You look younger than you used to be
You look younger than you used to be
Like sugar in a pile
But I might be in denial
An airplane very very high
I like it 
Each time we meet
When we meet 
Not too close 
Not too close 
There you go there’s a party
Now hold on
We want to breathe 
Want to live 
I can take
I can take 
You can give 
You can give
You look younger than you used to be
A prophet in a burning tree
A scarab on the nile 
So perfectly in style
A diamond when you smile
You’re an airplane very very high
You’re an airplane very very high
You’re an airplane very very high
I’d like to be
Strong like a man 
Like a tree 
That can bend 
That can bleed 
From your sky to your sea 
I saw you out
You when you’re drunk
You when you talk like a word
When you sing like a song
There’s a blink in your eye 
On the tip of your tongue
You’re an airplane very high
You’re an airplane very high

9 LET’S NOT FORGET TO 
PANIC

I was downstairs dreaming peacefully
The shadows on the ceiling spoke to me
We’re a bad example of harmony
The worm is in the apple, obviously
I dreamed that you were singing 
directly to me
Let’s not forget to panic
Please make it quick
Do your trick
A lion licks her paws patiently
I hide all my flaws inside of me
Here’s a good example of prophecy
A man will bring a rifle after me
Let’s not forget to panic
Please make it quick
Do your trick
Do your trick
I dreamed that you were singing 
directly to me

10 SO SUNNY

Sunny you saw him 
So handsome 
So crazy 
Hallelujah
He is like a great big star
Don’t let him touch the ground
No, don’t let him touch the ground
He’s so totally big time
Heavenly
Sunny you do look 
So frightened
So happy
Hallelujah
He’s a god in a garden
Go with him

11 NURSE 13

I learned something
Sometimes, people
Get get get get get get 
Don’t get better
Someone hold my hand
I looked like a child 
Then my hair went white
That’s no fun
All these people
Lifting up through the gates
Wait wait wait wait wait
Nurse come quickly
Before they get away
The door flies open
And burns like an oven
A moth is coming across the palace
Where’s my hero?
Nurse come now, now
You looked like a child
Then your hair went white
That’s no fun
You know something
Sometimes, people
Get get get get get get 
Don’t get better

12 ALOHA MEANS
GOODBYE

There’s a crack in the wall 
Where the sea comes in 
There’s a fish on a wave 
With it’s mouth open 
I hear myself quietly humming
The future’s near but the end is coming 
Aloha means goodbye 
Raspberry red 
Blueberry sky 
Sometimes I would like to turn around 
There was a break in the clouds and a hand
came down 
Everyone is soon forgotten
I’ll see you when I reach the bottom 
Aloha means goodbye 
Raspberry red 
Blueberry sky 
Aloha means goodbye 
Raspberry red 
Blueberry sky
Aloha means goodbye 
Raspberry red 
Blueberry sky


